
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time: January 17, 2021. 

[1 Sam 3:3b-10, 19 • 1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20 • Jn 1:35-42] 

 Most of us ask the question: What’s the meaning of our life? So many great 

philosophers and religious leaders have tried to give various answers to this question. 

But our readings today teach us that the true meaning of our life can only be found in 

our search for God and it explains what we should do once we find him. The 17th 

century French religious philosopher and mathematician, Blaise Pascal, wrote: “Those 

people who neither seek God nor find him, . . . are both unreasonable and unhappy.” 

 In the first reading, we hear the call of the prophet Samuel, a young boy who 

had no real experience of God.  But Samuel came to the right place, for he was 

sleeping where the Ark of the Covenant was.  It was believed that if you stood in the 

presence of the ark, you would likely have an experience of God.  And indeed, Samuel 

did have such an experience, when he was awakened by what he assumed to be the 

voice of Eli.  On the third calling, Eli knew that it was God calling Samuel.  He told 

Samuel to go back to sleep and keep listening. Samuel awakens a fourth time and said, 

“Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”  This prayer marked the start of Samuel’s 

life as a prophet called by God; a life where he cultivated his relationship with God 

and grew closer each step of the way.  

 In the Gospel, we see John the Baptist is talking with two disciples, Andrew and 

probably John the Beloved Disciple.  And as soon as Jesus emerged on the scene, John 

said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”  The two disciples started following Jesus until he 

turned and asked them the most fundamental question in life. “What are you looking 

for?” In other words, where are you searching for meaning in your life? Struck by 

the simplicity and warmth of Jesus' greeting, and maybe surprised by the question, 

they just say, "Teacher, where are you staying?" Maybe without realizing it, they have 

given the perfect answer: "Jesus, we are looking for you; we want to stay with you." 

They wished to meet Jesus, not as an acquaintance, but as a lifelong friend.  St. 

Thomas Aquinas said God can only be understood through experience because words 

cannot describe Him. 

 Jesus’ answer was, “Come and see!”  This was an invitation to begin that 

intimate friendship, one in which they were seeking all their life.  Christian faith can 

never be just a matter of intellectual curiosity; it affects one’s whole life: our faith is 

one that can only be understood by living it out. The meaning of life is a relationship to 

be lived out: it is a personal friendship with Jesus Christ. Sometimes we wonder what 



Jesus told the two disciples, but one thing is clear: This meeting transforms the 

disciples, and inspires Andrew to run and tell his brother Simon about their 

discovery.  Jesus invites each of us to “come and see” for ourselves that his word is 

true and everlasting. 

 “Come and see” is God’s divine initiative because it is always God who takes 

the first step. When our minds begin to seek and our hearts begins to yearn, God comes 

to meet us.  St. Augustine said we could not even have begun to seek for God unless he 

had already found us.  When we go to God, we do not go to the one who hides himself 

and keeps us at a distance; we go to the one who stands waiting for us, and who even 

takes the initiative by coming to meet us on the road.  

 We no longer have to blindly search for God, but rather if we come into his 

presence through the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, then he will simply choose 

to fill us.  If we spend some time in front of the Blessed Sacrament and do nothing but 

quietly stare at Him, he will reveal himself to us.  It is there that our lives can be 

changed like Samuel, Andrew, and John experienced. Come and discover what the 

Lord has to whisper to your heart.  Jesus tells us, “It was not you who chose me, but I 

who chose you.”  For Jesus draws us to himself through the longings of our heart.  If 

we are truly on the search to find God and experience a deep relationship with Him, we 

must remember what St. Theresa of Avila said, “In the measure you desire him, you 

will find him.”  
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